
 

RIGHTS, EMPOWERMENT AND COHESION (REACH)  
FOR RURAL AND URBAN FIJIANS PROJECT 

Location & Dates Suva, Fiji. 12 October and 14-16 October 2015 

Activities  
(Pre-Expo) 1. Awareness Workshop; (Expo) 2. REACH Information and Awareness sessions; 3. Rural Women 
Talk Show; 4. REACH project booth; and 5. Press conference and visibility for Japan’s contribution  

Key Result 1  
122 women and men (121:1) from Northern Division have gained awareness on the topics relevant to them: 
Services provided by the Ministry of Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation, and Legal Aid Commission; 
Gender-based violence; and Financial literacy  

Key Result 2 
79 women and men (78:1) from Western, Central and Eastern Divisions participated in the Project REACH 
sessions during Expo and have gained information and awareness on the services provided by the Ministry of 
Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation, and Legal Aid Commission. 

Key Result 3 
‘Rural Women Talk Show’ on information and awareness on the services provided by the Ministry of Women, 
Children and Poverty Alleviation, and Legal Aid Commission was heard by all people in the Expo venue as well 
as broadcasted live through all six radio stations of the Fiji Broadcasting Corporation (FBC) across Fiji. 

Key Result 4 

600 participants (598 women, 2 men) and 11,673 visitors (5,636 women, 3,787 men, 2,250 children (under13) to 
Expo have increased their knowledge on the REACH project, UNDP Fiji Multi-Country Office, Sustainable 
Development Goals, UN Volunteer Programme, and International Day of Rural Women (October 15) through 
various advocacy materials and discussions with UNDP team members at the Expo project booth.  

Key Result 5 
Contribution to rural women through the REACH project and Expo made by the Government of Japan was 
visible through Fiji national media and UNDP social media globally. 
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Pre-Expo Awareness Workshop 

1. ‘Rural Women Get Together for Rights, Empowerment and Cohesion’ (12 October) 

One-hundred and twenty two (122) people from the Northern Division participated in a one day workshop in Suva to gain 
awareness on the social and legal services available to them and 
also to increase their skills in financial literacy. The workshop was 
organized by UNDP in conjunction with the Ministry of Women, 
Children and Poverty Alleviation, and the Legal Aid Commission as 
part of REACH Project.  

Key result 

Hundred and twenty two (122) women and men (121:1) from 
Northern Division have gained awareness on the topics relevant to 
them: Services provided by the Ministry of Women, Children and 
Poverty Alleviation, and Legal Aid Commission, Gender-based 
violence; and Financial literacy. 
 

 

FIJI NATIONAL WOMEN’S EXPO 

Fiji National Women’s Expo is one of the key nationwide 
activities hosted by the Ministry of Women, Children and 
Poverty Alleviation. The 2nd National Women's Expo was held 
at the Vodafone Arena, Laucala Bay, Suva on 14th - 16th 
October, 2015 under the theme, "Connecting Women to 
Markets: Make It Happen".  

The Objectives of the 2nd National Women's Expo was to: 
a) Enhance rural women's development 
b) Celebrate Fijian Women's talents 
c) Recognize rural women talents 
d) Connect rural women in micro-entrepreneurship through 
business development opportunities 
e) Market Fiji rural women's products with the "FIJIAN 
MADE" Emblem. 

Six hundred (600) women from across Fiji (Central, Western, 
Northern and Eastern Divisions) participated in Expo to 
showcase their arts and handicrafts and also to commemorate 
the International Day of Rural Women, 15 October.  

  

Expo opening by the Prime Minister  Expo booths 

BACKGROUND 

UNDP supported the 2nd Fiji National Women’s Expo (Expo) 
through the Rights, Empowerment and Cohesion (REACH) 
for Rural and Urban Fijians Project which is being 
implemented by UNDP in partnership with the Ministry of 
Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation and the Legal Aid 
Commission.  

The REACH Project aims to promote peacebuilding, social 
cohesion and inclusiveness through awareness of rights, 
access to services, provision of legal advice and institutional 
capacity building in Fiji. The three-year REACH project is 
funded by the Government of Japan and commenced in June 
2015 with the initial focus being to enhance delivery of 
services through the provision of ‘mobile teams’ visiting 
urban informal and rural communities. 

Expo was identified by the Project as an opportunity to 
promote the message of the project and deliver the services 
to 600 women participants plus the total of 11,673 visitors to 
Expo and strengthen a synergy between project partners. A 
series of awareness sessions and advocacy activities were 
conducted during the three days at Expo. In addition, one-day 
pre-Expo workshop was also organized by the Project 
inviting 122 women and men from the Northern Division, 
where the REACH mobile missions have commenced. The 
workshop provided space for them to exchange information 
and raise awareness on key issues relevant to the participants. 
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Issues raised by participants on services provided by 
the Ministry of Women, Children and Poverty 
Alleviation and Legal Aid Commission 

 

Understanding of services provided by the Ministry and Legal Aid Commission among 
participants 

 

 
 

 

Topic 1: The services provided by the Ministry of Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation, and the Legal Aid Commission  

(Facilitated by REACH project: Ministry of Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation and Legal Aid Commission) 

Voices from participants 

“I was so happy to learn especially about social welfare services provided by our 
government.  I am a health worker for my village but did not know about the services we 

can access. After returning home, I will tell the single mothers in my village and help them 
get support from the government”.  

Lusa Cabealawa, Wairiki village, Vuya District, Bua Province 

 

 

 

“We are usually very busy during Expo, and so it was good that the one day was set aside 
for our learning on different topics which I found very interesting and useful”. 

Milika Butulawa Curu, Tuatua settlement, Labasa District, Macuata Province 

 

 
 

Topic 2: Gender-based violence (Facilitated by Fiji Women’s Crisis Centre and Ministry of Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation) 

 The gravity of gender-based violence in Fiji, importance of awareness of rights and services provided by Fiji Women’s Crisis Centre 
 EVAW programme, related legislations and violence free communities programme provided by Department of Women 

Voices from participants 

 

“Gender-based violence is something all people should know about including men. I will 
bring back the issue to my community and discuss it”.  

Ilisabeta D. Koliloa, Rava Housing, Labasa District, Macuata Province 
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Topic 3: Financial literacy (Facilitated by Microfinance and Women’s Markets experts, Westpac Banking Corporation, in conjunction 
with Markets for Change, UN Women project in partnership with UNDP) 

 Financial first steps, produce presentation and customer relations 

Voices from participants 

“It was really good learning. We learned difference between ‘needs’ and ‘wants’ for 
start. It was very easy to understand but very useful to think to help how we manage 

our money”. 

Letia Masei, Nabubu village, Namuka District, Macauta Province (left) 

“The business manner I learnt from Westpac was very interesting to me. I would like 
to apply that when I sell my flowers at Labasa market every Saturday morning”. 

Karolina Vunavere(right), Bulileka, Labasa, Macauta Province (right)  
 

 

Fiji National Women’s Expo 

2. ‘Information and then Question & Answer Session’ on the services provided by the Ministry of Women, 
Children and Poverty Alleviation, and the Legal Aid Commission (14-16 October) 

One-hour information and awareness session was conducted daily during the three-day Expo for Expo participants at the 
capacity building workshop tent facilitated by the Ministry of Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation, and Legal Aid 
Commission. 

Key Result 

Seventy nine (79) women and men (78:1) across Fiji (Eastern Division, Central Division and Western Division) participated in 
the sessions and have gained information and awareness on the services provided by the Ministry of Women, Children and 
Poverty Alleviation, and Legal Aid Commission.  

Issues raised by participants 
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3. Rural Women Talk Show (15 October)  

The onstage Talk Show was conducted as role play in a community setting with four rural women from the Province of 
Macuata and Bua, hosting officers from Legal Aid Commission and Ministry of Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation.  

Key Result 

The Talk Show was heard by all stall holders and visitors in the Expo venue as well as broadcasted live through all six radio 
stations of the Fiji Broadcasting Corporation (FBC) across Fiji.  

Rural Women  

    
Nomai Ditui,  

Cakaudrove Province Anaseini Adi, Macuata Province Karalaini Naviri, Bua Province Torika Tinaikuita, Macuata Province 

Advisors 

 

 
 

Rural Women 
Talk Show 

  
Christine Atalifo,  

Department of Women 
Ela Tukutukulevu, Department of  

Social Welfare 
Christina Choy, 

Legal Aid Commission 
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4. Information sharing and awareness raising through the project booth 

UNDP booth was set up together with the project partners, the Ministry of Women, 
Children and Poverty Alleviation and Legal Aid Commission to provide information 
and awareness to 600 Expo participants and 11,673 Expo visitors for three days on: 

 Map display with locations of the villages in Vanua Levu which the REACH 
project mobile team has visited 

 Information on the REACH project  

 Information on UNDP Fiji Multi-Country Office 

 Information on Sustainable Development Goals  

 Information on The United Nations Volunteers (UNV) programme 

 UNDP and REACH project banners display 

 Expo-International Day of Rural Women bags (1,000 bags were distributed 
to Expo participants and visitors) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Press conference and visibility for Japan’s contribution (pre, during and post Expo) 

Japan’s support was visible in various Expo publicity materials: 

 

 

 

 

 

Expo opening stage 

  

Expo programme Expo billboard Expo flyer 



 7 REPORT 

Press conference was organized by the Ministry of Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation on 14 October to highlight the 
achievements of the REACH project and contribution made by the Government of Japan. Press release ‘Support to Rights, 
Empowerment and Cohesion for rural and urban Fijians for sustainable development’ was issued by UNDP on 16 Oct 2015 
(http://www.fj.undp.org/) 

H.E. Mr. Takuji Hanatani Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan 

“Japan is a co-sponsor of the Rights, Empowerment and Cohesion for Rural and Urban Fijians 

Project…this is aimed at effectively improving the people’s access to social services, especially 
for the women of Fiji in rural areas and informal settlements. This is in line with two of the main 

concepts for Japanese Overseas Development Assistance, namely Strengthening Human Security 
and Encouraging Gender Equality.” 

 

The Hon. Rosy Sofia Akbar Minister for Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation 

“The Fijian Government places a lot of importance on taking services to the people wherever they 

live. The REACH project is a wonderful fit to the puzzle and a means to do reach. This project will 
be the first of its type in Fiji and I am sure that a lot more space will make a big break for our 

“difficult to reach communities”. 

 

Mr Sunil Sharma, Director, Legal Aid Commission 

‘The REACH project offers us a platform whereby we are able to disseminate information on 

social and legal services to the women of Fiji.  Our aim is to empower the women of Fiji through 
legal awareness programmes and the REACH project has literally enabled the Legal Aid 

Commission to reach out to the rural and remote communities of Fiji.” 

 

Akiko Fujii, UNDP Deputy Resident Representative  

“Since the REACH Project commenced in June 2015, there has been most positive feedback from 

those who have benefitted from the mobile services, as they consider the awareness and service 
delivery being provided at the community level by the Fijian Government, through the project as 

highly valuable.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The support given by the 
Government of Japan through the 
REACH project and Expo was 
covered by two major national 
newspapers, The Fiji Times and Fiji 
Sun as well as the FBC News on 
line. 

 

Fiji Sun, Thursday, 15 October 2015 
 

 
The Fiji Times, Saturday, 17 October 
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UNDP Pacific Social Media 

Press release, social media posts and photos on key events during Expo have been posted on various social media of UNDP 
Pacific 

UNDP Fiji Multi-Country Office website: 
http://www.fj.undp.org/content/fiji/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2015/10/16/support-to-rights-empowerment-and-
cohesion-for-rural-and-urban-fijians-for-sustainable-development-/ 

Cover Photo: Ryoko Yonamine (UNV/UNDP) 

Acknowledgements: Special thanks to Embassy of Japan in Fiji, Fiji Ministry of Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation, and  Fiji Legal 
Aid Commission. 

Contact Information: Tomoko Kashiwazaki, UNV/UNDP, tomoko.kashiwazaki@undp.org 

 
 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Fiji Multi-Country Office 
Level 8, Kadavu House 
414 Victoria Parade 
Suva, Fiji 
Email: registry.fj@undp.org 
Ph: 679 331 2500 
Fax: 679 330 1718 
  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/UNDP.Pacific 

Twitter: @UNDP_Pacific 

Flickr: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/undppc/albums/7215765
7668919523 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tweet on 15 October 2015 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Facebook post on 15 October 2015 

List of attachments 

1. Copy of the Expo flyer 

2. Copy of the Expo programme  

3. Copy of the REACH project leaflet  

4. List of the Media coverages 

5. UNDP press release 16 October 2015  

6. List of the Facebook posts 

7. List of the Twitter posts 

 

UNDP Tokyo Twitter and Facebook 
posts on 28 October 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An article on the REACH project was 
written by Ms Anshoo Chandra, the 
media liaison officer for the Ministry of 
Women, Children and Poverty 
Alleviation for The Fiji Times, 27 
October 2015. 
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Attachment 1  

Copy of the Expo flyer 
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Attachment 2 

Copy of the Expo programme  
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Attachment 3 

Copy of the REACH project leaflet  
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Attachment 4 

List of the Media coverages 
 

Fiji Times Online  

27 October 2015 

 

http://www.fijitimes.com/story.aspx?ref=archive&id=327364 

Reaching out to all 

Fiji Sun Online  

10 October 2015 

 

http://fijisun.com.fj/2015/10/10/ministry-to-strengthen-womens-health-services/ 

Ministry to Strengthen Women’s Health Services 
Programmes focused on positive parenting, child protection, family wellness, 
etc. 

Fiji Sun Online 

15 October 2015  

 

http://fijisun.com.fj/2015/10/15/assistance-japan-gives-63k-for-national-womens-
expo/ 

Japan Gives $63K For National Women’s Expo 

FBC News 

15 October 2015 

 

http://www.fbc.com.fj/fiji/33955/legal-aid-commission-increases-its-reach-to-rural-
women 

Legal Aid Commission increases its reach to rural 
women 

The Fiji Times Online 

17 October 2015 

 

http://www.fijitimes.com/story.aspx?ref=archive&id=326196 

$63k for rural women 
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Attachment 5 

UNDP press release 16 October 2015 

http://bit.ly/1jrR8Sc 

Support to Rights, Empowerment and Cohesion for rural and urban 
Fijians for sustainable development  

 

 

The REACH project supporting the Fiji National Women's Expo (Photo: Ryoko Yonamine/UNDP) 

(Suva, Fiji) – The importance of building resilient social, economic and governance systems was highlighted as a key enabler 
for rural and urban Fijians to both contribute to and benefit from sustainable development by the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) at the opening of the Fiji National Women’s Expo on 14 October. 

UNDP is supporting Expo through the Rights, Empowerment and Cohesion (REACH) for Rural and Urban Fijians Project 
which is being implemented by UNDP in partnership with the Ministry of Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation and the 
Legal Aid Commission. The REACH Project aims to promote peacebuilding, social cohesion and inclusiveness through 
awareness of rights, access to services, provision of legal advice and institutional capacity building in Fiji. The three-year 
REACH project is funded by the Government of Japan and has commenced in June 2015 with the initial focus being to 
enhance delivery of services through the provision of ‘mobile teams’ visiting urban informal and rural communities.  

The Honourbale Rosy Sofia Akbar, Minister for Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation stated, “The Fijian Government 
places a lot of importance on taking services to the people wherever they live. The REACH project is a wonderful fit to the 
puzzle and a means to do reach. This project will be the first of its type in Fiji and I am sure that a lot more space will make a 
big break for our “difficult to reach communities”. 

Sunil Sharma, The Director, Legal Aid Commission said, ‘The REACH project offers us a platform whereby we are able to 
disseminate information on social and legal services to the women of Fiji.  Our aim is to empower the women of Fiji through 
legal awareness programmes and the REACH project has literally enabled the Legal Aid Commission to reach out to the rural 
and remote communities of Fiji.” 

H.E. Mr. Takuji Hanatani Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan at the opening said, “Japan is a co-sponsor 
of the Rights, Empowerment and Cohesion for Rural and Urban Fijians Project…this is aimed at effectively improving the 
people’s access to social services, especially for the women of Fiji in rural areas and informal settlements. This is in line with 
two of the main concepts for Japanese Overseas Development Assistance, namely Strengthening Human Security and 
Encouraging Gender Equality.”  
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The Ambassador also urged the women of Fiji, “to realize your true value in society and recognize your rights. I encourage you 
to come forward and take advantage of the REACH project and the wider empowerment initiative put in place by the Fijian 
Government and key stakeholders. It is only through ownership and participation by you, the women, in the programmes and 
policies initiated by the government, that practical empowerment of women can be realized.” 

Akiko Fujii, UNDP Deputy Resident Representative said, “Since the REACH Project commenced in June 2015, there has been 
most positive feedback from those who have benefitted from the mobile services, as they consider the awareness and service 
delivery being provided at the community level by the Fijian Government, through the project as highly valuable.”  

Prior to the Expo, on Monday 12 October, 120 women from the Northern Division who were selected to participate in Expo, 
attended a one-day workshop in Suva coordinated by the REACH project and gained awareness on the social and legal services 
available to them and also to increase their skills in financial literacy.  

"I learned about some important things in our life, such as registration of titles, caveat filing, preparing a will and more about 
the REACH project in today’s session," said Maopa Maibatiki, from Wailevu District, Cakaudrove Province who participated 
in the workshop. 

Also during Expo on Thursday 15 October the International Day of Rural Women was celebrated.  In his message, the UN 
Secretary General, Ban Ki-Moon said, “this year’s observance of the International Day of Rural Women falls just after last 
month’s landmark adoption by world leaders of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Our challenge now is to seize 
the opportunity offered by this inspiring new framework to transform rural women’s lives.” 

In Fiji, the REACH project is taking up this opportunity to contribute to the transformation of rural women’s lives. 
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Attachment 6 

List of the Facebook posts 

REACH project activities during the 2nd Fiji National Women’s Expo 

Facebook posts on UNDP in the Pacific and PNG https://www.facebook.com/UNDP.Pacific 
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Attachment 7 

List of the Twitter posts 

REACH project activities during the pre-Expo workshop and the 2nd Fiji National Women’s Expo 

Twitter posts by UNDP Pacific (@UNDP_Pacific) and staff (retweeted by UNDP Pacific) 

  
19 Oct 2015 http://bit.ly/1MIA8DO 16 Oct 2015 http://bit.ly/1Md3RiU 

 
 

16 Oct 2015 http://bit.ly/1kboS6y 16 Oct 2015 http://bit.ly/20uRGrp 

  
16 Oct 2015 http://bit.ly/1Rw0ZBf 16 Oct 2015 http://bit.ly/1HrILLv 
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15 Oct 2015 http://bit.ly/1MIDdnD 15 Oct 2015 http://bit.ly/1PaMKUL 

  
15 Oct 2015 http://bit.ly/1NeGSUn 15 Oct 2015 http://bit.ly/1MIDt60 

 
 

14 Oct 2015 http://bit.ly/1NeGZPG 14 Oct 2015 http://bit.ly/1QdBMNi 
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14 Oct 2015 http://bit.ly/1NeH9H5 14 Oct 2015 http://bit.ly/1PaNr0k 

 
 

12 Oct 2015 http://bit.ly/1Rw1D1G 12 Oct 2015 http://bit.ly/1NeHh9u 

  
12 Oct 2015 http://bit.ly/1Md6VeF 12 Oct 2015 http://bit.ly/1PaNKIq 

 

 

12 Oct 2015 http://bit.ly/1LQnsHD  
 


